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November 13, 2015
Minutes

The annual meeting was called to order by President Steve Miles, followed by a invocation by 
Lee Poe.

Lee Poe presented an overview regarding the HOBO-sponsored $5,000 Cawaco grant 
benefitting Higgins Ferry.  The improvements paid for with the funds from this grant included fire 
rings and benches, as well as graveling some of the trails from the campgrounds to the lake.  Cawaco is 
planning a press photo session related to these improvements at Higgins Ferry.

Rebecca Beaty introduced this year's HOBO scholarship winner, Ashley Lanier, and 
presented Ashley with a 2016 HOBO calendar.  Ashley graduated from Chilton County High School 
and now attends Auburn University at Montgomery (AUM), where she is working toward a degree in 
accounting.  Due to this year's successful poker run as a scholarship fund raiser, next year HOBO will 
award two scholarships to qualified students.  

Scott Phillips introduced our guest speakers, Jessie Edmondson and John Hagood with 
Alabama Graphite Corporation.  Mr. Edmondson, a geologist for Alabama Graphite, presented both 
present-day and historical information about the graphite deposits in Coosa and Chilton Counties and 
explained the importance of graphite in the development of“green” technology.  As an excellent  
conductor of heat and electricity, graphite is highly valued by companies such as Tesla for use in 
lithium-ion batteries.  At this time, seventy percent of graphite used in the United States is imported 
from China, which has poor mining standards and low environmental standards. North Korea is the 
second highest exporter of graphite.  Although graphite deposits have been discovered in Canada and 
near the Arctic Circle, the graphite in Alabama is closer to the surface and less embedded in rock,  
making it easier and less expensive to mine.  Alabama produced more graphite than any other state 
from 1890 through 1950, when production moved overseas.  Around 1920, there were thirty graphite 
mines in production in Alabama; but there are no graphite mines today in the United States.  Mr.  
Edmondson explained the graphite mining process and the dry stack tailing process for purifying the 
graphite to remove quartz, mica and other substances.  An off-site bake of the graphite mined will 
result in at least the ninety-five percent grade of graphite needed for graphite products and applications.  

Alabama Graphite has one hundred percent ownership of the Coosa Graphite Project and the 
Bama Mine Project, including mineral leases covering 43,000 acres on private land.  Alabama Graphite 
has a hundred-year mine life expectation, with plans to start small and ramp up.  Initially the graphite  
mine will have a 50-acre footprint under a ten-year plan.  In response to concerns regarding Weogufka 
and Hatchet Creeks, Mr. Edmondson stated that the company is working to develop a closed system 
with zero discharge, which will be monitored daily.  Storm water and construction permits are already 
in effect.  Alabama Graphite is presently monitoring water quality from four sites monthly through 
independent labs.  Alabama Graphite plans to revegetate the areas that are mined.  Although Alabama 
Graphite has leased the mineral rights, the land that will be mined is owned by a timber company.  The 
timber company has removed that land from the wildlife management area and has now leased the land 
to hunting clubs.  Alabama Graphite is not involved with the wildlife management area, with the timber  
company or with blocking access to the underwater bridge at Weogufka Creek.  Hunting clubs have 
been allowed to put up gates to block access.  As representatives of Alabama Graphite, Mr. Edmondson 



and Mr. Hagood attended both the recent meeting of the HOBO Board of Directors and this annual 
meeting to address questions and concerns of our lake community and to express Alabama Graphite's 
intention to be good neighbors. 

President Steve Miles announced the names of HOBO officers and other specialty positions, the 
directors, area representatives and water monitors and introduced Derek Collum, the new park 
ranger at Higgins Ferry and also Candy Hayes, with Alabama Power.

Our treasurer, Jim McCormick, presented an overview of the status of the 2015 budget.  He 
announced that a proposed 2016 budget was discussed by the Executive Committee and recommended 
to the Board of Directors.  The Board reviewed and approved this new budget for presentation to the 
HOBO membership for a vote.  The new budget includes $800 in additional expenses related to 
administration, water testing and the scholarship awards.  A motion was made and seconded, and the 
proposed 2016 budget was approved by oral vote without objections.

Steve Miles addressed the need to amend the HOBO by-laws to include the presence of the 
second vice-president and the secretary at all meeting of the Executive Committee.  A motion was  
made, seconded and approved by oral vote without objections.

Steve Miles presented the 2016 HOBO calendar of events and called special attention to the 
following:  The poker run scholarship fund raiser will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 4, with the 
annual picnic to start at 4:00 p.m. that day.  The lake cleanup dates are set for April 2 and October 29,  
both Saturdays.  Next year's annual meeting will be held on Veterans Day, Friday, November 4.

President's remarks:  Steve Miles announced that the last count of HOBO members he had 
been given was 408.  Steve called attention to maintenance and construction issues on the lake due to 
the presence of the rough horn snail, an endangered species.  Steve has been in contact with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and will keep us updated on this situation.  In July, Steve appeared at an 
ADEM meeting to request a change in water usage classification for Walnut creek from hunting and 
fishing to swimming.  Steve reported that a decision on this should be announced in December.

Drawings were held for door prizes.

A motion to adjourn the annual meeting was made and seconded.  President Steve Miles 
accepted that motion, and the 2015 HOBO Annual Meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent.

Respectfully submitted,
Patsy Wideman


