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                                               PRESIDENT’S CORNER:  by Chan Aldridge      
   

What a wonderful year this has already been with so much more to 

come!  We have enjoyed the first lake cleanup of the year, 

followed by a hot dog lunch.  Most people think the cleanups only 

remove empty water bottles and trash, but through the years, our 

boat and others have removed several BBQ grills, abandoned 

boats, a plastic jet ski ramp, a whole roll of astro turf, refrigerators, 

tires with rims attached, and this year we got a large water heater!  

Our lake is SO MUCH cleaner thanks to everyone who helps on 

these cleanups.  We have filled many large dump trucks with 

garbage through the years that would have been in our lake.  But 

the good news is, we are finding less and less, thanks to everyone’s 

help and only need a regular sized dump truck to collect our lake 

finds.  Our partner, Alabama Power, provides barges, garbage 

bags, pickup sticks, gloves, and t-shirts for volunteers.  They also participate in the cleanup.  

Some of the high school seniors who are applying for scholarships usually join them on their 

boats.  We really appreciate their help. 
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                                                                                                       (collecting a water heater !!) 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

LAKE MITCHELL H.O.B.O. SUMMER 2026 

This year, the East Chilton Volunteer Fire & Rescue Department brought Marine 9 to the 

cleanup.  Lt. Conrad Walden, who is over the marine division was on our boat (the Coosa Queen) 

helping us clean the lake, and others brought Marine 9 for a demonstration to everyone of just 

what this new fireboat can do.  It can shoot a very heavy stream of water 500 feet to help put out 

house fires on our lake.  The volunteers are also trained to help rescue people in a medical 

emergency.  We are so blessed to have this on our lake and are the envy of neighboring lakes.  At 

the hot dog lunch afterwards, HOBO presented a check to the Fire Department of funds raised by 

donations last year to help support Marine 9. 

 
        Marine 9 demonstrating the powerful water stream they can create to put out fires along the lake. 

 

                                .                                            

HOBO President Chan Aldridge presenting HOBO’S check for donations to Lt. Conrad Walden of the East 

Chilton Volunteer Fire & Rescue Department 
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We also enjoyed our annual lake picnic.  This year, the theme for all our events was America’s 

250th birthday! 

 

Each year, Lake Mitchell HOBO provides BBQ, paper goods, chips, and drinks and everyone 

brings a favorite side dish or dessert and has a wonderful dinner together.  We get to see old 

friends and make new ones.  And the food is always delicious!  Thanks to Johnye and Jim 

Woodrow who, once again, made this happen.  They (along with their crew of helpers) procure 

extra tables and chairs, order the BBQ and set everything up for our wonderful picnic.  Then 

afterwards, they all work together to break it down and set the pavilion back to rights.  It’s no 

small undertaking, but teamwork makes it happen. If you’ve never attended, take a look at these 

photos and see what you’ve been missing.  
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                                                                 Scene from last year’s Picnic 

        

 

 
                                 Scene from this year’s Picnic 
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                                                                  LAKE SIGNS 

 

Our sign project is nearly completed.  When we install these last seven signs, our lake will have a 

total of 30 signs directing newcomers and old-timers to the different sloughs and islands along 

our lake.  These signs are very large and highly reflective.  They will not only help lost boaters 

and help provide guidance to where the bank is located in the dark, they also help Marine 9 

locate emergencies on the lake.  Lt. Conrad Walden of ECVFD said these would be very helpful 

to the Marine 9 team. 
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One of the last signs we will install will be Noneless Creek Slough.  This is where the Forever 

Wild Eleven-mile hiking trail, enclosed overnight shelter is located, halfway along the trail.  It is 

in the very back of Noneless Creek Slough on the right.  The trail begins at Hwy 29, Hatchett 

Creek Bridge, and runs to the high hill above Weogufka Creek.  There is a sign along the trail 

advising hikers to stay on the trail and beware of Bigfoot.  For those not aware of where this 

slough is located, it is the last slough on the left, just past Barrett’s Boat Launch & Park, at the 

upper end of Hatchett Creek.  This is the newest public boat launch on the lake and has nice 

bathroom facilities.   
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Our main fundraising event each year is the Lake Mitchell HOBO Poker Run.  Last year we 

raised enough money to provide two $3,000 scholarships and more than $7,000 in teacher grants 

to support students in Chilton and Coosa Counties.  This is a tangible result, in addition to all the 

fun had by the participants.   

 

This year we had around 600 players who visited the 8 designated dealer stops in hopes of having 

the winning hand.  The winners this year were 1st place: Robin Wilson,  2nd place: Mary Grace 

McCormick, and 3rd place: Shannon Miller.  Our committee will be announcing the total amount 

of money cleared and the distribution of the funds later in the year. We anticipate it will be 

record-breaking!  Melanie Dickinson McCormick headed a great group of volunteers making this 

year’s Poker Run such a success.  We appreciate her and all the volunteers who took a part in this 

wonderful fundraiser. 

 

If you haven’t joined this event in the past, make a point to do it in coming years!  It is always on 

the Saturday of Father’s Day weekend, so clear your calendar for 2027.  You will be welcome to 

volunteer or to buy a ticket or two.   
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For 2026 we used the “Celebrating 250 Years of Freedom” theme for decorating the dealer stops, 

and we encouraged everyone to decorate their boats as well.  Photos below show only a small 

portion of the result.  You can see many more loaded elsewhere on the website. 

 
DEALER THEMES:  

Birth of a Nation – Marie Butts & Karen Brown 

Freedom and Service – Doug & Roxanne Martin 

American Dream – Andrew & Jennifer George 

Sports and Competition –Kevin & Michelle Wales 

American Music – Jason & Kelly Franklin 

The Great Outdoors – Cameron & Kevin Smitherman 

Space and Exploration – Jason & Kelsie Elrod 

America today – Tommy & Ann Glasscock 
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                          LAKE MITCHELL HOBO FIREWORKS EXTRAVANZA !! 

 

          

           

 
                 Above - The McCormick family who work tirelessly on our fireworks show each year. 

 

This year our country celebrates 250 years of freedom and Lake Mitchell HOBO did their part by 

having a spectacular fireworks show – the best yet – and that’s really saying something!  It was 

held on Friday, July 3rd at 9:00 p.m. in Cargile Creek.  There were hundreds of boats in the water 

(seems like a thousand!)  It is the only place you can take a boatload of friends and family and 

see such an amazing display for free.  Thanks so much to those who each year give extra 

donations along with their HOBO dues to help make this night a reality. Besides being beautiful 

with astounding pyrotechnic displays, it was also a solemn and respectful event, beginning with 

the singing of the National Anthem and ending with the playing of “Taps.”  What an amazing 

and appreciated tradition on the lake.   
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                                                   *** RECIPE CORNER ***:   

 

            Share your favorite recipes with your Lake friends. Send us a tried-and-true recipe that 

you’re proud of.  We will put a couple (or more) in each issue of our newsletter, depending on 

how many we receive. 

 

            We’re starting off this new feature with a yummy barbeque rub from Wendy Cruse (Area 

Rep in Area 13B) Wendy says that she has gotten rave reviews every time she’s used it. Rub 

this on chicken, pork or beef 4-6 hours or longer before grilling 

 

           BARBEQUE RUB 

 

● 1/3 cup light brown sugar  

● 1/4 cup paprika  

● 1/4 cup chili powder  

● 1 tablespoon garlic powder  

●    1 tablespoon onion powder  

● 1 tablespoon coarse sea salt  

● 1 tablespoon dry mustard  

● 2 teaspoons ground,  dried oregano leaves   

● 2 teaspoons ground cumin  

● 3/4 teaspoon cracked black pepper  

● 1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper    

Mix all ingredients together in a bowl with your fingers. This will make sure you get out all the 

lumps and incorporate your spice well.  Store in a Tupperware container for up to 6 months. 

 

 

https://amzn.to/1QFt4XX
https://amzn.to/295tTuT
https://amzn.to/295tTuT
https://amzn.to/295tTuT
https://amzn.to/29lDz2D
https://amzn.to/29lDz2D
https://amzn.to/29lDz2D
https://amzn.to/295u61t
https://amzn.to/295u61t
https://amzn.to/295u61t
https://amzn.to/290Xhnr
https://amzn.to/290Xhnr
https://amzn.to/290Xhnr
https://amzn.to/290Xhnr
https://amzn.to/290Xhnr
https://amzn.to/290Xhnr
https://amzn.to/290Xl6q
https://amzn.to/290Xl6q
https://amzn.to/290Xl6q
https://amzn.to/1dp7O9E
https://amzn.to/1dp7O9E
https://amzn.to/1dp7O9E
https://amzn.to/1dp7O9E
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                     DID YOU KNOW???  -----FACTS ABOUT RIVERCHURCH ------- 

 

  The Lakeside Worship Service at Higgins Ferry Park was started on the family pier of 

Rev. John and Annella Trobaugh in the summer of 1968. Rev. Trobaugh was the pastor 

assigned to Clanton First United Methodist Church and he delivered his message from the water 

level pier, with music provided by Sally Speaks pump organ played by Trudy Deloach, and 

Lamar Deloach leading the music. The traditional first hymn of each service is “Shall we Gather 

at the River”, and that tradition lives on today. 

 

 Riverchurch was moved from the Trobaugh pier in the summer of 1970 to Higgins Ferry 

Park Pavillion with the help of Bill Attaway who was the Alabama Water Patrol at the time 

assigned to Lake Mitchell. 

 

 Riverchurch has been the first service for each new Methodist preacher assigned to 

Clanton First Church and they are generally excited when they see how many boats and people 

appear for the start of the service. 

 

The service has been rained on but never rained out. 

 

There have been many improvements over the years. Sound systems purchased. 

Cokesberry hymnals passed out and gathered.  Offering collected. 

 

Rev. Trobaugh returned as a volunteer retired pastor in 2004 and on July 4th Sunday, he 

announced we would be serving The Lords Supper on Labor Day Sunday and would have Dr. 

Mike Mahan’s, a dentist in Montevallo, Band to perform.  Labor Day Sunday of ‘04, the 

sacrament was served to over 400 at this service. This sacrament has been served each Labor 

Day week since then. 

 

The Chilton County Commission has granted their permission for Clanton First Methodist 

Church to use the pavilion each year and the church is grateful for the use.  A wide range of 

speakers have been invited to this service with missionaries, pastors from other denominations, 

youth from our church, visitors from other countries, as well as those who just feel compelled to 

speak. 

 

We have had weddings, baptisms (both infant and adult) along with Celebrations of Life 

services at Riverchurch.  You are all invited and welcome to attend whenever you have the 

opportunity. 

 

(information courtesy of Judge Sibley Reynolds) 
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AREA REP NEWS 

 

AREA 9                                                                                              Kevin and Pamela Sims 
 
On Saturday, May 23rd, residents of Area 9, Walnut Creek Peninsula and Creekside, enjoyed 
our annual Memorial Day Weekend gathering at our home. Many residents brought food to 
share, It was a great time to visit with lake neighbors while sharing great food, and to learn 
about upcoming events planned for the lake.  Area 9 residents who are also current or past 
HOBO officers and representatives including Marie Greene, Judith Adams, Betty and Joel Elam 
and Patty Vann were part of the morning, sharing updates from HOBO, providing information 
about upcoming events and answering questions.  After the group meeting, Mickey Bates and 
his son Brandon reminded us of our country’s heritage, as we prepared to celebrate Memorial 
Day during this 250th year birthday of the birth of America.  The event literally ended with a 
bang as Mickey fired his historical civil war canon! 
Marie Greene shared the following photos capturing our time together.   
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                      Volunteers Have Fun While Cleaning Lake. 
 
Twice a year HOBO volunteers, students, and Alabama Power personnel gather early on a 

Saturday morning at Higgins Ferry Pavilion, divide into teams, and depart by boat to spend about 

three hours picking and pulling trash from the lake.  Afterwards, Johnye and Jim Woodrow and 

their team of volunteers host a hot dog lunch for everyone.  This year our spring cleanup date 

was Saturday, May 2nd. 

 

Volunteers this spring included eight local students, HOBO members, and our partners at 

Alabama Power.  Alabama Power Company supplies a barge, large trash bags, and gloves as well 

as Tee shirts for each volunteer. HOBO provides a picnic lunch following the event to celebrate 

the hard work of the volunteers.    Chilton County provides a truck to receive the bagged trash.  

 

The bi-annual lake cleanup events are among the most important activities that your HOBO 

organization supports.  It directly supports the mission of Lake Mitchell HOBO to preserve, 

protect, and improve the lake.  Mike Clelland, Environmental Specialist at Alabama Power 

Company, says the “Renew our Rivers” program is aa well-oiled machine and we all benefit 

from having a cleaner lake.   

 

Please consider personal participation in the next cleanup event on Saturday, October 3, 2026.  

Get to know and have fun with other homeowners while working together on a project that can 

make life at the lake better for all!  It may seem like it’s a long way off, but put this on your 

calendar now.  It’ll be here before you know it! 

 

                         

                         Volunteers load up the dump wagon supplied by Chilton County. 
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                                     One of Alabama Power’s boats arrives with a load of trash. 

 

 

 

 

The Lake Mitchell fire boat gave a demonstration to the crowd at lunch.  Its powerful pump sent 

1000 gallons per minute over 500 feet! 
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                                             Notice of Coming Event 

 

Hi Neighbors, 

 

As many of you know, The Great Alabama 650 Race is coming up this fall. 

That means we will have racers on our lake the first week of October.  If you see them,  

you can cheer them on, but do not obstruct their progress.   

As a token of friendship, we are making a swag bag for each racing 

contestant. 

 

Each autumn, the participating racers have 10 days to complete the original 650-mile 

core section of the ASRT (Alabama Scenic River Trail), which stretches 

from Weiss Lake in the Northeast corner of Alabama down to Fort 

Morgan in Mobile Bay. This is the longest paddle race in the United States. Racers  

compete in canoe, kayak, or paddleboard. Racers’ paddling skills will be put to the test on  

our beautiful Alabama waterways. 

 

This event is as much a race against each individual’s strength of will and fortitude 

as it is a race against other boaters. 

Prize purses of $2,000 or more each are awarded across three 

categories: Male Solo, Female Solo, and Two-Person Tandem.  For more 

Details, and maps of the entire course, please go to the website at 

www.alabamascenicrivertrail.com 

 

Please be on the lookout in October for these athletes.  We have a beautiful lake and  

welcome the racers to share our enjoyment. 

             ---(Information furnished by Wendy Cruse, Area 13B) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alabamascenicrivertrail.com/
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Lake Mitchell H.O.B.O. Membership Annual Dues Form 

Print this page if you wish to mail in your annual dues, or click the link to pay online.  

https://www.lakemitchellhobo.org/join.html  

Last Name  

First  

Name(s) 

 

Home 

Address  

 

Lake  

Address  

 

Email 1  

Email 2  

Home Phone  

Cell 1  

Cell 2  

Mail completed form along with your check to:   

 Lake Mitchell H.O.B.O., PO Box 1324, Clanton, AL   35046  

 

DUES & DONATIONS 

Annual Dues $        25 

General 

Donation 

$ 

Fireboat $ 

Fireworks $ 

Scholarship $ 

TOTAL $ 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS 

Check One 

Renewal  
 

New  

Member  
 


