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PRESIDENT’S CORNER:      

 

In 2008, the Lake Mitchell HOBO decided one way they could give back to the 

community was by creating scholarships for deserving students from Coosa or 

Chilton County High Schools.  What began as one $2500 scholarship has 

progressed to two $2000 scholarships and next year will be increased to two 

$3000 scholarships.  In addition, in 2020, the Scholarship Committee proposed 

adding teacher grants.   

 

The scholarships are open to any high school seniors attending school in Chilton 

or Coosa County.  They can be heading to college or an accredited technical 

school.  Each applicant submits a letter of application, writes an essay on what 

they could do to improve the environment, attends a lake cleanup, and is 

interviewed by the Scholarship Committee.  Scholarships are awarded in the 

Spring. 

 

The teacher grant requests can be submitted from any teacher in Chilton or Coosa County (not just high 

school).  The committee has to decide which ones can be awarded.  We want our money to go towards 

something that will be lasting, like books for the library, sensory items for special education, technology, etc.  

Teacher grants are awarded in the Fall.  We plan to give out between $7,000 - $8,000 in grants this Fall. 

 

In the beginning, there were some fundraisers to help support the scholarships, like the annual calendar sales.  

But in 2015, we began our first Poker Run under the leadership of Nancy and Sam Piccolo.  We began with a 

handful of workers and seven piers with two to four people working each pier.  The first Poker Run had 42 

players and raised $1,157.  Through the years, the Poker Run has continued to grow and in 2025, we had 570 

players and raised $15,275 from entrance fees.  We now have eight to ten piers with 10-25 people working 

each one.  In total, between the players and volunteers, we have about 700 people to make this event a 

success on our lake. 

 

Some of our workers have been with us from the very beginning and continue to this day.  I’m certain I’ll miss 

some, but we would like to thank Mau & Becki McCallum, Jim & Johnye Woodrow, Troy & Tina Crocker, Sam 

& Nancy Piccolo, Marie Butts, Wayne & Rebecca Beaty, Marie Greene, Lee Poe, and Rose Green.  Others 

that joined in later to add their talents were Susan Heisler, Rick & Vickie Griffith, Tammy Upchurch, Durwood & 

Karen Brown, Jim McCormick & Melanie Dickinson, Dan & Theresa Farmer, Maurice & Kimberly Lyn, Tommy 

& Ann Glasscock, Kevin & Michelle Wales, John & Lindsey Creed, Todd & Aimee Reeves, Terry & Rena 

Lawrence, Curtis, Bailey, & Lindsey Upchurch, Angie Scarbrough, Bob & Laura Thornton, Kenny & Donna Hall, 

Tommy Baugh, Aaron Sims, and many others! 
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Nancy Piccolo (one of the founders of the Poker Run), Dan Murchison, and Rebecca Beaty (two past presidents of HOBO) 

 

 

 

             

 
 

Poker Run Judges:  Sam Piccolo, Dan Farmer, Kenny Hall 
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                                              Tammy Upchurch in front of decorations created by her children 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Saturday, 10/4/2025 will be our Fall Lake Cleanup.  We have two days a year where everyone gets together 

and helps clean our lake.  Alabama Power partners with Lake Mitchell HOBO to encourage all of our people to 

clean up trash and other items that don’t belong in our lake.  We begin at Higgins Ferry at 8:00 a.m., picking up 

bags, pickup sticks, etc. and return back to the pavilion when we’re done, to drop off our treasures (garbage) 

and enjoy a hot dog lunch, free t-shirts, and great fellowship. 

 

Once a year, we invite all of Lake Mitchell to get together for our Annual Meeting.  This year it will be held on 

Friday, 11/7/2025, at 6:00 p.m. at Central Alabama Electric Cooperative at 103 Jesse Samuel Hunt Blvd, 

Prattville (it’s a short distance off exit 186 on I-65).  We will introduce this year’s Scholarship recipients, have 

speakers, and award door prizes.  Our speakers will be from Coosa Riverkeeper updating us on the graphite 

mining and E. coli issues and from Central Access updating us on our new internet access.  In addition, we will 

have someone from Alabama Power there, before and after the meeting, who will be able to answer individual 

questions about boat house, pier, and sea wall permitting.  It is always a great time to see old lake friends and 

make new ones.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to come. 

 

Thank you all for supporting our non-profit, all volunteer, Lake Mitchell HOBO organization.  It is an honor to be 

able to serve you as president of Lake Mitchell HOBO.  Our mission is to PROTECT, PRESERVE, AND 

IMPROVE Lake Mitchell.  We can only do that with everyone working together.   

Teamwork makes the dream work.   – CHAN ALDRIDGE, President 
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                              {Special request from Fireworks Chairman, Jimmy McCormick} 

 

July 4, 2026 will mark our country's 250th anniversary. As a result, celebrations are already being planned in 
cities large and small across our great land.  
 
The demand for fireworks will be at an all-time high, and we at Lake Mitchell are planning our largest show 
ever by far!  
 
We have been having our show for 37 years now and we know the limitations we have, as well as our potential 
for growth and yet still be within our safe and legal limits. We are designing a show that will put a lot more in 
the air, while at times slowing the pace of the fireworks as well as the music to give more meaning to the 
celebration of our independence.  
 
The Board has voted to give some flexibility in the fireworks budget, but as in years past most of the funding 
has come from you; the Lake Mitchell family. In this newsletter, as well in the mail outs and on our website, we 
have the opportunity to renew our memberships as well as to make donations to the fireworks fund.  
 
It may seem that a request at this time is a little premature, but a lot goes into a show of this size and we want 
to get our order into the supplier as soon as possible to (A) beat the rush coming from other shows plus (B) the 
unknown tariffs that may be put on these products.  
 
I have heard from many of y'all that you have many friends and family joining you for the holiday. Let's give 
them a show they will remember. We depend on your donations to help us make this possible. Please donate 
to this special celebration. 
Thank you! 
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Autumn at Lake Mitchell by Marie Greene 

 

One of the beauties of living in Alabama is that we have four seasons.  Each one has its own unique qualities 

that I look forward to as one season fades into another.  After the bustle of the summer activities on the lake, 

and the sweltering heat and humidity, autumn is literally a peaceful breath of fresh air.   The sky is often a deep 

blue without a cloud to be seen.  The air turns drier and the heat gives way to crisp nights.  Often there is a 

beautiful fog on the water in the early mornings.  The trees that provided much needed shade in the summer 

begin to turn brilliant shades of red, orange and yellow as they announce their preparation for their winter 

sleep.  Their beauty is stunning… 

 

UNTIL… 

 

They begin dropping their leaves in our yard!  Billions, trillions, GAZILLIONS of leaves!  The never-ending 

blowing, the back-breaking raking, the mile-high piles of leaves. I turn from a nature lover into becoming a 

chain saw massacre perpetrator.  I am ready to saw down every tree in the yard.  Fortunately, so far, my 

husband has been able to stop me from hiring every local tree service to flatten our yard. 

 

And next summer, when the temperature is a stifling 100 degrees and the sun is relentlessly glaring down, I 

will once again be grateful for the shade of those big, beautiful trees. 
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Editor’s Note by Laura Thornton 

 

It is my distinct privilege to produce the HOBO newsletter four times a year.  It should be in your mailbox by 

early January, early April, early July, and early October.  Exact delivery times are not known, since we use bulk 

mail postage to deliver. It would be cost-prohibitive to use first class mail with today’s prices.   

 

We try to make it colorful, informative, entertaining, and/or useful.  I am always open to suggestions.  If you 

have an idea for something that we need to include in every issue, or at least once a year, please pass it along 

to your Area Rep, who can then forward to me.  If you need specific info, again just let me know through your 

Area Rep.  It could be something that should be addressed in the newsletter, or it might better be addressed 

through email or even on social media.  There are many options in today’s world.   

 

Timing of our newsletter is sometimes unavoidably problematic, since occasionally our special activities occur 

shortly before or shortly after the newsletter is printed, and it’s impossible to have timely photos of the event 

included.  That leads me to the main point of my remarks.  You may or may not be aware of this, but we also 

have a website, which is www.lakemitchellhobo.org  

 

The website is able to be updated as needed with timely information, and is readily available for reference and 

consultation.  If you go to the website, you will find a wealth of information about Lake Mitchell in general, and 

Lake Mitchell HOBO in particular.  On the Home page, you’ll see our logo and mission statement and a link by 

which you can join HOBO or renew your membership electronically, as well as make donations to specific 

causes, such as our scholarships or the fireworks show.   

 

On the “About” tab, you can see a photo of the current officers along with their names, as well as the names of 

all past presidents of the organization and current Board Members and Committee Chairmen.  Another click 

will lead you to a photo of the Area Representatives and a listing of their names. 

 

The “Activities” tab is chock-full of interesting articles along with tons of photos of our recent activities and 

special events (and you might even see yourself in a candid shot!)    Everything from lake cleanups to 

fireworks to our annual picnic is covered, along with fish habitat enhancement, etc.  The scholarship section 

has a list of all our scholarship winners and our teacher grant awards.   

 

There is a “Photos” tab on which you can view pictures that have been submitted by lake families. You are 

invited to submit any of your own best photos of the lake for possible publication. We love to feature different 

ones, whether scenic, action shots, or just people enjoying lake life.   

 

One thing that is of special interest to me -- newsletters going back as far as 1996 are also archived on the 

website.  If you have some spare time, go online and read (or re-read) some of these by clicking on the 

“Newsletters” tab.  It’s amazing to see how far we have come as an organization, and if you read through very 

many of the newsletters, you will see the sheer number of people who have been involved from the early years 

till now, working tirelessly for the improvement of our beloved lake, and having a lot of fun while doing it! 

 

Under the “Partners and Resources” tab, you’ll find a long list of companies and organizations that either 

partner with Lake Mitchell HOBO on projects or provide resources and information to us.  Names and phone 

numbers are listed, and you can click on most of them to bring up a new window with details and further 

information. 
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If you click on the “History” tab, you’ll find a wealth of information, trivia, interesting tales from the early days, 

personal memories, etc.  Chip Gates, our historian, is always looking for new and unusual items to add, so feel 

free to share anything of interest to him for possible publication. 

 

On the “General Info” tab, you can pull up information on Alabama Power Shoreline Construction Permits. 

Boating and Water Safety, Environment, Fire and Burn Permits, Invasive Aquatic Plants, Water Quality 

Monitoring, and more.  

 

AREA REP NEWS:               
Durwood & Karen Brown.    Area 6 
From Bird Creek,    
 
Happy Fall y’all from the Browns. Summer waned too quickly for us. We’ve always enjoyed our summer 
sundown swims in our calm and peaceful slough. 
   
Our swimming, however, has been paused since late July.   Small but still squamous cell skin cancer appeared 
on the inside of both of my ankles. Yes, ankles.   Dr. Patel did the Mohs Procedure and removed the bad cells; 
but emphasized no water sports until that heals.   
 
I write this, not to talk about me; but to emphasize to all to apply SPF protection not just on your face, 
shoulders, and legs and then think you’re good.  Squirt that Banana Boat all over your ankles also !!  I know … 
they are hard to reach for some of us, but do it anyway.  (This concludes my Dr. Oz moment.)   
 
Fewer Boats will be on the lake since cooler weather has arrived.  But always keep my number (205-299-8021) 
in case you or a friend have boat trouble around Bird Creek.   I have been the “TOW-er” plenty of times and the 
“TOW-ee” occasionally over the years.   Glad to help anytime. 
 
Please mark your calendars for November 7th for the HOBO Annual Meeting, which will be held at 6:00 p.m. at 
Central Alabama Electric Coop HQ off Exit 186 of I-65 South.   We will have Door Prizes, Scholarship 
presentations, voting on our 2026 Budget, and Election of new Officers.   
 
Have a Fine Fall and remember-  Kindness fixes lots of stuff - 
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